
ELSEWHERE NARCONDAM

D ev i l ’s Island

There was no idyllic sandy
beach, but the island displayed
all the other signifiers of 
an earthly paradise: a 
picturesque, densely forested
hill looming 710m out of the
deep blue sea. So why the 
contrarian name: Narak-kund?

This was the writer and her group’s
first view of Narcondam



July 2010 ● Outlook TRAVELLER 95

NARCONDAM

94 Outlook TRAVELLER ● July 2010

The air was still and very
humid; a hill mynah high up in
the canopy prattled away until
silenced by the wild shrieking
of a juvenile white-bellied sea
eagle which was being mobbed
by two pairs of squawking
Narcondam hornbills 

Clockwise from this picture: a pod 
of dolphins visible in the clear waters; a

Narcondam hornbill, less than 500 of
which remain on the island; a crake; 

and a Chinese pond heron
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NARCONDAM

Clockwise from this picture: Narcondam
is home to many large trees and giant
lianas; evolution has equipped tent
spiders with the ability to snare flying
insects in the forest canopy; a bent-toed
gecko; and a young water monitor lizard

Marvelling at the massive dhup
trees that rose high and lofty,
and their fin-like buttresses,
provided a welcome break
from the arduous climb. ...It
was tempting to think that no
human had climbed this ridge
before but, in this increasingly
explored world, one cannot say
that with any certainty
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GETTING THERE PORT BLAIR There are daily
flights from Chennai and Kolkata on Air India, Jet
Airways and Kingfisher Red (fares start from
approx. Rs 4,000 one way). TO NARCONDAM Until
recently, access to Narcondam was only by Coast
Guard boat, which offered two options — either
four hours or a few weeks on the island! Signing
on with a Thai liveaboard boat is the only way
to visit and comply with regulations that do not
permit camping on the island. On our Emerald Blue

boat, it costs ¤725 per day for up to six people.
The package gives you captain and cook, accom-
modation, all meals, use of boat equipment,
kayaks, dinghy, snorkelling gear, etc. It does not
include forest department fees, land transport or
alcohol (available for a reasonable price on board).
For more details, see www.sail-thailand.com.

PERMITS Only Indians are allowed to land on
Narcondam; foreigners are prohibited, but they
may dive and fish off the boat. Foreign vessels
need clearance for all passengers from Port
Management Board, Coast Guard and, before and
after the trip, from Immigration and Customs.
Since Narcondam is a wildlife sanctuary, a landing
permit issued by the Principal Chief Conservator
of Forests (Wildlife), Port Blair, is required. This
allows passengers to land on the island but not
spend the night. Landing fee is Rs 1,000 per per-
son. Photo ID is necessary.

DIVING These waters are well-known for large
oceanic creatures such as mantas, reef sharks,
hammerheads, whales and large marlin. Visibility
between December and May is spectacular, but
there are fairly strong currents around Narcondam.
There are varied underwater rock formations, sea

caves, crevices and archways to explore. The coral
is reportedly the healthiest in the Andaman group,
with scores of enormous sea fans growing out of
the slope as far below as the eye can see. Barrel
sponges abound, some of them large enough for
an adult human to slip into! Large numbers of
small reef fish, as well as big eye trevally, puffer,
snapper, dog-tooth tuna, or rainbow runner can
also be easily seen.

The Thai liveaboards are familiar with dive-spots
around Narcondam and they have named several,
such as the Estate, Chimneys, HQ Pinnacle, Ooh La
La, Manta Bay, Lion Rock and Bubbles. For scuba
diving, the Emerald Blue has a compressor and
4x10l steel tanks. There is no dive master on
board, and all divers should have certification. The
boat can take a maximum of three divers or two
divers and four non-diving passengers. There is
power on board for charging batteries. 

WHAT TO CARRY Swimsuit, flip-flops, hat, sun-
screen, binoculars, camera, snorkelling mask/diving
gear, sunglasses, hiking shoes, water bottle,
snacks (energy bars, dry fruits and nuts), torch,
light towel, toiletries, essential medication (includ-
ing seasickness pills). 
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T H E  I N F O R M AT I O N
LEELA

Back at the boat, we jumped
into the water to cool off. In
the distance, we could hear the
hornbills squawking, there was
a freshly caught snapper frying
in the galley and we had the
rare privilege of being in one 
of the most spectacular and
isolated spots in the world

Nick, our boatman, goes out in a
small ‘Gemini’ to check for a suitable

landing spot; and Pigeon Island, off
the northwest coast of Narcondam
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